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will tell me that the Algonquins have given up their
prisoner, and that we can give up ours. I reply that
the chief Algonquin Captains are here,—that those
who govern their affairs are present, and are depend-
ent on no one; and that thus their action cannot be
disapproved. But ours will be condemned, and we
shall be looked upon as persons without sense for
having decided a matter of such consequence without
consulting the elders of the country. You prove by
your arguments that peace is desirable,—that it is in
the interest of the country that the river be free.
We are of the same opinion; that is why we have
done no harm to our prisoners. We treat them kind-
ly, because we hope to have them for friends. We
trust that our Captains will not thwart the wishes
of Onontio. They will concede something to our
desires; [183] when we tell them that we wish for
peace, they will not make us blush. But if we were
to settle this matter without bringing the prison-
ers before them, they would cover our faces with
shame. Not only is our honor at stake, but our lives
also. It is rumored that the river is full of enemies.
If we meet any party stronger than ours, we will at
once make our prisoners rise and declare aloud the
good treatment that they have received from Onon-
tio, the considerable presents that he has offered for
their deliverance, and the good will that we have
for them. They will testify that we have done them
no harm,—that we are taking them to our own coun-
try, to negotiate a peace; and thus will our captives
save our lives in the event of such an unfortunate
encounter.”’

This harangue, delivered in a pleasing and serious
manner, supported by all these arguments, and by



